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Idaho’s Women Workers Posted Significant Wage Gains in 2013
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Full-time working women in Idaho made significant progress in 2013 in closing the gap with Idaho’s working
men and the median weekly wage for working women nationwide, new estimates from the U.S. Bureau of

Labor Statistics show.

The estimates released Thursday showed the median weekly wage for full-time working women rose $35, or 5.7
percent, from 2012 to 2013 to $649. That was the sixth largest percentage increase among the states.

At the same time, however, the report showed the median weekly wage for full-time working men in Idaho fell
5.6 percent - $44 - to $741 a week. That was the largest percentage decline of any state, dropping the median

wage for men from 415t to 49t nationally. The median wage nationwide rose 0.7 percent for men.

The combination of rising wages for women and falling wages for men closed the gap between the two. Idaho
working women made 87.6 percent of the median wage for men in 2013 to rank fourth nationally. That was up
from 78.2 percent and a ranking of 37t in 2012.

The substantial increase in women’s wages also brought the median to 91.9 percent of the national median
wage for women in 2013, up from 88.9 percent in 2012. The national median wage for women increased 2.2
percent from 2012, less than half the increase Idaho women experienced.

The median wage for men was 86.2 percent of the national median for men, down from 91.9 percent in 2012.

Since women make up only 38 percent of Idaho’s full-time workforce, the increase in their median wage was
just enough to offset the decline in the wage for men so that the median wage for all full-time workers was

essentially unchanged from 2012 at $707 a week to rank 40t among the states.

The estimates are based on the Current Population Survey conducted by the Census Bureau for the Bureau of

Labor Statistics of about 1,000 Idaho households and about 60,000 households nationwide.
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South Dakota $754 45 2.3% $602
Tennessee $745 48 0.7% $629
Texas $800 40 0.6% $629
Utah $864 22 -0.7% $642
Vermont $816 35 -5.0% $745
Virginia $971 9 2.1% $808
Washington S963 10 -1.9% S764
West Virginia $847 28 0.1% $633
Wisconsin $851 26 -1.4% $697
Wyoming $978 8 -0.6% $671

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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