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Population Growth Slows in Idaho’s Major Cities in 2014

Idaho’s largest cities continued growing at a faster pace than the rest of the state in 2014 but not as fast as in the
past, according to population estimates released Thursday by the U.S. Census Bureau.

The population of those 10 cities — Boise, Nampa, Meridian, Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Caldwell, Coeur d’Alene,
Idaho Falls, Twin Falls, Lewiston and Post Falls - collectively grew by 1.7 percent from mid-2013 to mid-2014,
compared with an overall statewide population growth of 1.3 percent.

Nearly 60 percent of the state’s total increase of 21,600 people was in those 10 cities, but that was down from 67
percent between mid-2012 and mid-2013. Between mid-2011 and mid-2012 those 10 cities comprised 76 percent
of the state’s population.

The number of people living in Idaho’s rural areas increased by 1 percent.

Ada County — the state’s largest county — accounts for 25 percent of the state’s total population and saw 40
percent of the statewide population gain in 2014.

Meridian was the state’s fastest growing city with a population increase of 4,228 or 5.1 percent. Another 111
Idaho communities saw gains over the year while 57 lost population, the most notable being Pocatello where the
population dropped by 94 people. The remaining 31 communities saw no change.

Of the 22 cities with populations over 10,000, Blackfoot joined Pocatello in recording losses with a decrease of 48
people. Smelterville in Shoshone County saw the largest percentage population loss at 2.7 percent, a decline of
17 residents, from 620 to 603.

The population of all 200 Idaho cities — from Warm River with three people to Boise with 216,282 — was just over
1.134 million or 69.4 percent of the statewide total and up from 68.7 percent in the 2010 census. In 1990 only 62
percent of the population lived in incorporated cities.

% #
Change Change 2014
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 5013. 2013 Rank
2014 2014
Idaho 1,570,639 1,583,780 1,595,590 1,612,843 1,634,464 1.3% 21,621
Aberdeen 1,998 1,998 1,973 1,967 1,951 -0.8% -16 61
Acequia 124 124 123 124 124 0.0% 0 180
Albion 266 267 268 268 272 1.5% 4 157
American Falls 4,474 4,419 4,422 4,362 4,314 -1.1% -48 35
Ammon 13,883 14,049 14,231 14,440 14,685 1.7% 245 15
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State Line 43 43 43 44 44 0.0% 0 195
Stites 222 223 222 220 221 0.5% 1 163
Sugar City 1,509 1,476 1,429 1,378 1,367 -0.8% -11 71
Sun Valley 1,403 1,392 1,393 1,406 1,412 0.4% 6 70
Swan Valley 204 207 210 212 215 1.4% 3 165
Tensed 123 121 121 120 121 0.8% 1 181
Teton 734 728 719 716 712 -0.6% -4 101
Tetonia 268 269 266 272 272 0.0% 0 158
Troy 860 877 887 882 881 -0.1% -1 88
Twin Falls 44,506 44,812 45,040 45,882 46,528 1.4% 646 8
Ucon 1,111 1,117 1,121 1,121 1,128 0.6% 7 79
Victor 1,924 1,925 1,908 1,945 1,945 0.0% 0 62
Wallace 782 778 780 778 760 -2.3% -18 97
Wardner 187 187 188 189 185 -2.1% -4 171
Warm River 3 3 3 3 3 0.0% 0 200
Weippe 432 424 419 416 411 -1.2% -5 136
Weiser 5,499 5,460 5,396 5,336 5,356 0.4% 20 31
Wendell 2,783 2,760 2,736 2,712 2,707 -0.2% -5 48
Weston 436 436 437 439 448 2.1% 9 133
White Bird 92 94 93 92 93 1.1% 1 187
Wilder 1,535 1,545 1,559 1,582 1,597 0.9% 15 65
Winchester 340 338 343 342 343 0.3% 1 146
Worley 257 257 255 253 254 0.4% 1 160
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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