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Idaho’s Labor Force Growth Pushes June Unemployment to 4% 

An increase of workers entering the labor force caused a slight uptick in the state’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate, from 3.9 percent in May to 4 percent for the month of June. 

June is the second consecutive month the state’s unemployment rate increased due to labor force growth.  

Economic expansion and the resulting demand for employees caused an additional 2,300 people to re-enter the 
labor force and look for work, making June the sixth consecutive month of growth. It also brought the year-
over-year increase to 19,700 workers, the largest gain since March 2006. Idaho’s total labor force now stands at 
797,900, with the most recent increase pushing the state’s labor force participation rate – the percentage of 
the population aged 16 years and older with jobs or looking for work – up to 64.1 percent. 

Month-to-month, total nonfarm payrolls jobs grew at a normal rate of 0.6 percent between May and June, with 
the biggest gains in construction, and leisure and hospitality.   

Year-over-year, nonfarm job gains resulted in a 3.5 percent growth rate, adding an additional 23,000 jobs to 
the state’s economy since June 2014. Nearly all of Idaho’s industries are experiencing annual job gains, with 
the largest increases in construction, education and health, trade, transportation and utilities, and services. 

The Conference Board, a Washington, D.C., think-tank, estimates just over one unemployed worker for every 
Idaho job opening, further evidence of a strong demand and tight supply for workers. 

Nationally, unemployment dropped from 5.5 percent to 5.3 percent, making June the second time this year 
that Idaho and the national rate moved in opposite directions.   

Unemployment insurance payments and the number of people collecting benefits also continued to decline. 
Annually, benefit payments were down 15 percent - from $1.81 million a year ago to $1.54 million for June of 
this year. The number of claimants dropped by just over 20 percent from a weekly average of 6,900 a year ago 
to 5,500 for June of this year.  

Twenty-three counties were at or below the statewide unemployment rate, one less than in May. Only four 
counties saw unemployment decreases with Adams County climbing to 7.6 percent, the highest rate for all 
counties. Teton County had the lowest rate at 3.1 percent.   

Unemployment in the Idaho Falls and Boise Metropolitan Statistical Areas remained below the statewide rate at 
3.6 percent and 3.8 percent, respectively. The Lewiston MSA rate tied with the statewide rate while Coeur 
d’Alene remained at 4.4 percent, the highest among the MSAs. 
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Seasonally Adjusted Data          6/15 5/15 6/14 
Civilian Labor Force 797,900 795,500 778,200 
Unemployment                      32,000 31,000 38,200 
% Labor Force Unemployed 4.0 3.9 4.9 
Total Employment 765,900 764,500 740,000 
 
 
Unadjusted Forecast Data                  

   Civilian Labor Force 808,000 798,500 787,900 
Unemployment  30,400 28,200 35,800 
% Labor Force Unemployed 3.8 3.5 4.5 
Total Employment 777,600 770,300 752,100 
 
 
 
 

-- end -- 
 

 
 


	NEWS RELEASE

