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Eagle Man Sentenced for Fraudulently Obtaining 
Unemployment Benefits 

An Eagle man who plead guilty of fraudulently obtaining unemployment insurance benefits has been 
sentenced by Fourth District Judge Timothy Hansen to three years in prison.  

Jesse David Aldape, 39, illegally obtained nearly $9,000 in unemployment insurance benefits over 28 
weeks during 2012 after failing to report his earnings. Aldape earned over $16,000 working for a meat 
processing company during the same time period. Had he reported his earnings correctly, he would 
have received only $24 for those 28 weeks. 

Judge Hansen entered a felony conviction for the charge and suspended the prison sentence, placing 
Aldape on probation for three years. Aldape will serve 45 days in the county jail, complete 100 hours of 
community service and pay restitution in the amount of $8,903 to the Idaho Department of Labor. It is 
Aldape's first felony conviction. 

The case was prosecuted by Idaho Deputy Attorney General Brenda Bauges. 

Under state law, an unemployment insurance claimant can continue to collect full benefits while 
working part time if they make less than half the weekly benefit amount. For every dollar earned over 
half the benefit amount, the total benefit is reduced by a dollar.  

Employers can help reduce fraud and overpayments by reporting their new hires, responding to 
requests for benefit claim information within seven days and reporting instances of fraud. For more 
information, visit labor.idaho.gov/eservices. 

Claimants can prevent fraud and benefit overpayments by making sure they file their own claim, 
remain available and actively seek work, report all wages earned while unemployed and stop filing for 
benefits when they go back to work. To learn more about the rules and requirements for collecting 
unemployment insurance benefits visit labor.idaho.gov/uitips. 

For more information on reporting unemployment insurance fraud please visit 
labor.idaho.gov/ReportFraud.  
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