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Idaho Workforce Development Council to meet in Coeur d’Alene Oct. 26-27

Members of the Idaho Workforce Development Council will review and discuss workforce development and
training policies around work-based learning, increased apprenticeship efforts in Idaho, adult basic education
and youth services at its quarterly meeting in Coeur d’Alene Oct. 26-27.

The council will be updated on the North Idaho College Wood Products Manufacturing Center for Excellence,
which was partially funded by an Idaho Department of Labor sector grant in 2014.

Among committee and department director updates, Derek Newland, director of Idaho Youth Challenge
Academy, will discuss the academy’s programs and success stories of youth participants who have been
provided a second chance to become responsible and productive citizens by helping them improve their life
skills, education levels and employment potential.

On Thursday, the council will tour the Kootenai Technical Education campus and North Idaho College Tech to
learn about the academic and career pathway program offerings for students available from fast-paced, one-
credit classes to certificates and transfer degrees to be able to meet the workforce demands of business and
industry.

Council members will also tour northern Idaho employers Empire Airlines and Chilco Mill to learn about their
workforce training strategies and work-based programs.

The meeting agenda can be found on Labor’s website.
Council members, appointed by Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter, represent businesses, workers, education, state and
local government and community based organizations. The council’s mission is to advise the governor and the

State Board of Education on strategies designed to yield high quality workforce innovation and opportunity
services for Idaho’s businesses, job seekers and students.
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