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University of Idaho Receives $244,000 Grant for Online Fire Protection Training

The University of Idaho, Idaho Falls campus, will use a $244,000 training grant from the Idaho Department of
Labor to develop an online, 18-credit certification program to train fire protection specialists and engineers.

The university plans to complete training within two years for 30 individuals who will earn an anticipated hourly
wage of $23.

The program will consist of six required courses, to be led by faculty and instructors from the university’s
industrial technology Bachelor of Science program. Credits can be transferred into the Ul fire ecology and
management program. Courses offered include: fire safety hazards analysis; fire suppression design and
detection; loss control; community planning and design for fire protection and management; fire hazard
management; and structural designs for fire and life safety.

Industry partners include the Idaho Treatment Group, Battelle Energy Alliance and Walsh Engineering. Walsh
Engineering and the University of Idaho will provide $61,085 in cash match.

The industry sector grant program, funded by the Workforce Development Training Fund and approved by the
Idaho Workforce Development Council, offers two-year grants of up to $250,000 each to educational institutions
and their partners to train workers in an occupation critical to the partner businesses. They are offered on a
non-competitive, first come, first serve basis. The business partners and training provider must provide a match
of 25 percent cash, 100 percent in-kind or proportionate combination of both.
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