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TRANSMITTAL # 2

MEMORANDUM

April 7, 2015
TO:

Youth Council 

Workforce Development Council

FROM:
Ken Edmunds, Director

SUBJECT:
Required changes for WIOA Youth Program implementation

ACTION REQUESTED: Approve recommendations for Youth Program
BACKGROUND:
As part of the transition from the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) to the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) youth programs, states are required to comply with program statutory requirements.  The U.S. Department of Labor has announced that all states must have implemented these requirements by July 1, 2015. The state’s Youth Council is currently reviewing the overall youth program design for implementation in 2016.  The large scale of this effort requires an extended period of time for the Youth Council to review all the information necessary to develop an appropriate means of delivery program services to eligible youth throughout the state. 

Many of the changes imparted upon the youth program by WIOA apply to program services to out of school youth.  WIOA makes a significant effort to direct states to provide increased services to this group of youth.  With many in-school youth needing assistance already accessing necessary resources through the school system, the U.S. Department of Labor felt it important to concentrate programmatic efforts towards out-of-school who had access to fewer resources than their in-school counterparts.  

As a result, the federal agency has imposed the following changes for the WIOA youth program:

1) States must allocate a minimum of 75 percent of its youth funds towards services for out-of school youth.  This does not significantly impact the state as it already established a minimum allocation of 70 percent of youth funds towards out-of-school youth.

2) Age eligibility for out-of school changes from 14 to 21 years of age to 16 to 24 years of age.  Many of these youth are older, and the change in age range also falls in line with other federal partners that also serve youth.   

Staff recommendation:

Staff recommend the Youth Council and Workforce Development Council approve the changes in the out-of-school youth services in for implementation under WIOA.  A recommended modification of the state’s definition for this eligibility group to incorporate this priority of service is attached.  

Contacts:
Primary: 
Rico Barrera
 
(208) 332-3570, ext. 3316


Secondary:
Marsha Wright 
(208) 332-3570, ext. 3696
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